Lesson #2

Art as Social Commentary

Learning Targets:

Understandings/Prior Knowledge:
Key Vocabulary: Society, Culture

Essential Question(s):
How can art communicate important
messages about society, the environment,

Concepiys: Civil Rights Movement,

and culture?

people’s perspectives.

D2.His.5.9-12. Analyze how historical contexts shaped and continue to shape

D2.Civ.14.9-12. Analyze historical, contemporary, and emerging means of
changing societies, promoting the common good, and protecting rights.
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Open the class with the following essential question:

How can art communicate important messages about society, the
environment, and culture?

Have students discuss this with their neighbors and then choose 1-3 students to
share out.

Explain to students that foday you will be viewing different works of art, each
with their own style and infended message.
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Ask students the following questions
e What topic orissue did the artist capture in this painting?
e What message is the artist trying to communicate to the public?

Have students discuss this with their neighbor. Select students to share out and
chart down correct responses.

Appropriate responses might include




“The artist wants to use to see that social media is fake and that maybe
everything we see on instagram isn’t real”
“The artist is showing us a social issue which is The negative effects of social

media use”
15 Give student handout. Explain to students that they will now be doing the
same activity on their own. Students can work individually for 10 minutes and

then as neighbors for the last 5 minutes.

Tell students that their written responses must include evidence from the
rimary source (artwork). Students should also use proper convention

eral students to share out their responses for each wor
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