
Totem Pole Rubric 
Follow these requirements when completing your Totem Pole 

Name:                             Date:                      Period:    

CATEGORY  Highly  Approach Need Improve Not Yet  

Totem Pole Neatness  The totem pole is 
exceptionally attractive in 

terms of design and 
neatness. Easily able to 

recognize the animal 

The totem pole is 
attractive in terms of 
design and neatness.  

The totem pole is acceptably 
attractive though it may be a bit 

messy.  

The totem pole is messy or 
very poorly designed. It is 

not attractive.  

Colored Animal 
Images  

All animal images are  
colorful with the given 
totem pole colors. 
Multiple paper glued to 
give the animal depth 

Most animal images are 
colored with the given 
totem pole colors.  

Most animal images are 
colored.  

None of the animal images 
are colored with totem pole 
colors.  

Use of Class Time 
And homework  

Used time well during 
each class period. 
Focused on getting the 
project done. Never 
distracted others. All 
homework assignments 
completed on time. 

Used time well during 
each class period. Usually 
focused on getting the 
project done and never 
distracted others.  

Used some of the time well 
during each class period. There 
was some focus on getting the 
project done but occasionally 
distracted others.  

Did not use class time to 
focus on the project OR 
often distracted others.  

Required Elements  The totem pole includes 
the completed animal 
images and the title of the 
totem pole.  

The totem pole animal 
images are included on 
the totem pole without 
titles..  

The totem pole has some of the 
completed animal images.  

Most of the totem pole 
animal images are missing.  

Knowledge Gained  Student can accurately 
answer all questions 
related to the animal 
images used on their 
totem pole.  

Student can accurately 
answer most questions 
related to the animal 
images used on their 
totem poles.  

Student can accurately answer 
about 75% of questions related 
to the animal images used on 
their totem pole.  

Student appears to have 
insufficient knowledge 
about the animal images 
used on their totem pole.  

Project Presentation  Presentation was very 
interesting, clear, and all 
members participated 
with a prepared script.  

Presentation was 
interesting and clear but 
completed without a 
prepared script,.  

Presentation was clear.  Presentation did not 
provide enough 
information. 

10 points: 
Reflection: Before you begin creating your totem, reflect on what you are planning to do. 
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